Long Branch —In 1887, you
could buy cheese for 11 cents per
pound, sait for $1 a barrel, flour
for $4.75 per barrel, rice for 4.5
cents per pound or pig’s feet for
10 cents. And if you lived in the
vicinity of Long Branch, you
could also stop by Second Baptist
Church and participate in a good
ole-faghioned worship service.

While the prices of many of the
nation’s staples have increased
100-fold, Second Baptist Church,
now at 93 Liberty St., remains a
spiritual beacon some 125 years
later.

“T have seen the church grow
physically and spiritually,” said
Norman Cecil Mooney, the
church’s unofficial historian and
designer of the existing educa-
tional wing. “Our pastor’s motto
is ‘a church led by the spirit of
God.” Oh look where that Spirit
has led us today. God has truly
blessed us”

Beginning in 1887 with its
founding pastor, the Rev. William
Bloodsaw, Second Baptist’s 13
pastors have managed to find
their niche by remaining relevant
and connecting with the commu-
nity the church is charged to
Serve.

The Bible tells us in Josea 4:6,
without a vision, the people will
perish.

“Second Baptist Church has
been blessed to do what no other
organization has done,” said the
Rev. Aaron N. Gibson Sr., 13th
pastor of Second Baptist Church.
“The vision that the Lord gave
me 16 years ago and the mission
that this church has carried out
over the years has allowed us to
be the first to have programs to
feed the hungry twice a week,
cloth the naked, a prison ministry,
a hospital ministry and a ministry
to serve two nursing homes with
worship services monthly.”

“In addition to this, the church
has assisted thousands over the
years with genuine needs by
helping with utilities, rent, mort-
gages, food, clothing and brief
hotel stays. The church has
accomplished this without grants
or loans from the government or
any other outside source of finan-
cial assistance.”

This weekend, the church will
celebrate its 125th anniversary
with a luncheon banquet on
Saturday at Branches in West
Long Branch. Sunday services at
10 am. will mark the church’s
official founding.

*Having come to Long Branch
in 1968 and uniting with Second
Baptist Church, I have seen it
transform into the pillar of the
community that our founders
envisioned,” said E. Tonya
Greenwood, 125th anniversary
chairperson. “This year’s celebra-
tion is extra special because we
will pause to acknowledge the
continuous service of a dedicated
few on whose shoulders our cur-
rent membership now stands.
God always has servants to carry
out His will.”

Among those receiving that
special recognition for dedicated
service is Ellen M. Brown,

The original Second Baptist Church

church clerk and church secre-
tary. Brown holds the distinction
of being the current longest serv-
ing member of the church’s offi-
cial board with more than 33
years of continuous service in
that capacity.

“Sister Brown serves as a link
between the past and present”
Greenwood said. “Over the years,
she has maintained records of all
baptisms, baby blessings, wed-
dings, funerals and any other sig-
nificant events relative to the life
of Second Baptist.”

The First Century

During this period, Second
Baptist Church had 12 pastors.
The Rev. Asbury Smallwood is
credited with erecting the first
stone edifice in 1904. Members
still worship in that building
today. In the early years, much of
the carpentry at the church was
done by the next pastor, Rev.
Emmett Flowers.

Even during the early years, the
leaders of Second Baptist Church
were also community spokesmen.
Among the first were the Rev. L.
K. Jackson, who along with Dr. J.
C. McKelvey, was instrumental in
ensuring that all beaches along
the NJ coast were open to all cit-
izens regardless of race, color, or
creed. These forerunners paved
the way for the Rev. Comelius P.
Williams, who became the 12th
and longest serving pastor, from
1943 until 1995,

“C.P.)" as he was affectionately
called, was credited with making
major upgrades to the facility,
including basement improve-
ments, the installation of new
lighting, the addition of the
church’s first public address sys-
tem, as well as revarnishing of
pews, covering of pulpit chairs,
the purchase of a steam table for
the kitchen and a new commun-
ion table.

However, what would end up
being his greatest addition came
in the fall of 1978 with the con-
struction of an educational wing.
The dedicatory service was held
on Oct. 28, 1979. The addition
included a chapel, several class-
rooms, new offices and a dining
facility, a portion of which
became the future home for a
day-care center sponsored by the
Inter-Community Coordinating

Council (Head Start).

The Past 25 Years

Williams continued his service
into the church’s last quarter of a
century. However, on February
26, 1995, he was called from
labor to reward. After more than
50 years, Second Baptist Church
went through a transitional peri-
od.

On May 19, 1996, the Rev.
Gibson, was installed as the 13th
pastor.

Second Baptist was among the
first to open its doots to
Portuguese and Brazilian church-
s that had no place to worship.

“We have chosen to be a
whosoever will let them come
‘churchy” Gibson said. “That

P e s i e e e e N D e S

Tel: 7322224

The LINK News March 8 thru March 14, 2012 9

Second Baptist Church celebrates 125th anniversary this weekend

What Second Baptist Church looked like before an expansion startec

five years ago.

A rendering of the expansions to the church, which are expected to be
completed within a month.

means that we view ourselves as
a multicultural, multiethnic and
pluralistic church.”

The church also has provided
space for Narcotics Anonymous
(MNA) to meet twice per week for
the past 16 years.

“We have grown pumerically
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and spirially, added Gibson,
noting that Second Baptist has
also partnered with a few other
churches and organizations to
create pilot programs on stroke
awareness, which is one of the
major ills of African- Americans.
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Monmouth Medical Center names Pierre J. Mendoza, M.D, Medical Co-Director of Robotic Surgery

Long Branch — Monmouth
Medical Center, a Barnabas
Health facility, recently appoint-
ed urologist Pierre J. Mendoza,
M.D., medical co-director of
robotic surgery. In this position,
Dr. Mendoza will join urologist
Michael Esposito, M.D., FACS,
in leadership roles for the
region’s most advanced robotic
SUrgery program.

Monmouth Medical Center
currently operates two da Vinci
Si Surgical Systems, one of
which has a dual console, allow-
ing two surgeons to operate in
tandem. The hospital is one of a
select group across the country to
use this system, which offers a

specially designed camera and

endoscope to enable surgeons to
capture images of tissue and sur-
rounding blood vessels by inject-

ing a unique fluorescence dye
that is activated by near-infrared
light. The result is more precise
visualization, allowing finer
assessment of tissue while using
a minimally invasive approach.

Dr. Mendoza performed the
first robotic partial nephrectomy
in New Jersey on a patient with
kidney cancer using the new flu-
orescence technology.

Prior to Monmouth Medical
Center, Dr. Mendoza completed
his fellowship training in robotic
surgery and minimally invasive
uro-oncelogy at University of
Pennsylvania Health System -
Penn  Presbyterian  Medical
Center. He earned his medical
degree from Boston University
School of Medicine, where he
completed his residency in gener-
al surgery and urology.

Random Thoughts

Continued from page 10

by right-wing institutes, every
economist T've heard has said
that Obama’s bailout and stimu-
lus plan were vital for our
nation. They kept a recession
from turing into a depression. It
was a good start (though many
will say the follow-up was lack-
ng).
* k¥

The 2012 election will be one

of wutter lunacy. Gingrich,

i Thanksgiving
| Novena To St. Jude

0 HOLY St Jude, Apostle and
Martyr great in virtug and rich in mira-
cles, near kinsman of Jesus Christ,
faithful intercessor of all who invoke
your special patronage in time of

depth of my heart and humbly beg to
whom God has given such great
power to come ta my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return, | promise to make your
name known, and cause you to be
invoked.

Say three Our Fathers; three Hail
Marys and Glorias. Publication must
be promised. St. Jude, pray for us and
all who invoke your aid. Amen. This
Navena has never been known fo fail.

| have had my request granted.
Publication Promised.

Thank you for favors gramed.MT

need, to you | have recourse from the | -

Prayer to St. Jude
7o be sard when problems arise or
when one seems to be deprived of
alf wisible hefp, or for cases almost
daspaired of,

Most holy apostle, St. Jude, faithful
servant and friend of Jesus, the Church
honors and invokes you universally, as
the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of. Pray for me, | am
so0 helpless and alone. Make use |
implore you, of that particular privilege
given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost
despaired of. Come to my assistance in
this great need that | may receive the
consolation and help of heaven in all
my necessities, tribulations, and suffer-
ings, particularly — (Here make your
request) and that | may praise God with
you and all the elect forever, | promise
0 blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always hanor you
as my special and powerful patron, and
to gratefully encourage devotion to you.

Amen.
N.M.

Romney, Rick Santorum and
Ron Paul keep making claims
about themselves and their oppo-
nents that aren’t true, and aren’t
even conceivably believable.

Republicans might not have
chosen their nominee, but ['ve
heard enough to make up my
mind: none of the above. I can’t,
in good conscience, even consid-
er voting for one of them for
President.

If I do vote in November, it
will be for a man I still have a lot
of doubts about after his first
four years. That makes me worry
for our nation’s future.

Novena to
St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, Apostle and Martyr
great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your spe-
cial patronage in time of need, to you |
have recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whomn God
has given such power to come to my
assistance. Help me in my present and
urgent position. In return, | promise to
make your name known, and cause
you to be invoked. Say three Our
Fathers, three Hail Marys and Glorias.
Publication mustbe promised. St. Jude
pray for us all who invoke your aid.
Amen. This novena has never been
known to fail. This novena must be said

for 9 consecutive days.
D.J.R.

Novena to
St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, Apostle and Martyr
great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your spe-
cial patronage in time of need, to you |
have recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom God
has given such power to come to my
assistance. Help me in my present and
urgent position. In return, | promise to
make your name known, and cause
you lo be invoked, Say three Qur
Fathers, three Hail Marys and Gloras.
Publication must be promised. St. Jude
pray for us all who invoke your aid.
Amen. This novena has never been
known to fail. This novena must be-said

for 9 consecutive days.
D.J.R.

Dr. Mendoza is a member of
the Society of Urologic Robotic
Surgeons, the American
Urological Association, the
Endourological Society and the
Sexual Medicine Society. He
resides in Neptune.

About Monmouth
Medical Center

Located in Long Branch,
Monmouth Medical Center, a
Barnabas Health facility, along
with the Children’s Hospital at
Monmouth Medical Center, is
one of New Jersey's largest aca-
demic medical centers and has
been a teaching affiliate of
Philadelphia’s Drexel University
College of Medicine for more
than 40 years. From its earliest

days, Monmouth Medical Center
has been a leader in surgical
advancement and has introduced
many technological firsts to the
region, including robotic surgery
and other minimally invasive
techniques. The hospital is rou-

tinely recognized by
HealthGrades, the nation’s
largest premier independent

health care quality company, for
excellence in both emergency
medicine and maternity care.
U.S. News & World Report has
recognized Monmouth as a
regional leader in cancer, geri-
atrics, gynecology, neurology
and neurosurgery. For more
information on Monmouth
Medical Center, visit www.barn-
abashealth.org.
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Pierre J. Mendoza, M.D.

State & Local Experts Make the Case for ‘Why New Jersey Needs Rain Gardens’

“Science Mondays” on March
26 at Brookdale Community
College, Lincroft campus will
host three leading experts fack-
ling today’s most pressing scien-
tific, environmental and sustain-
ability issues -“Why does New
Jersey need ‘rain gardens’?”

Rain gardens are depressions
in the ground that are planted
with native trees, plants and flow-
ers that mimic the natural absorp-
tion and pollutant filtering activi-
ties of a forest. Through design,
they capture the rain runoff for

local flora and fauna, recharge
ground water supplies and reduce
erosion and habitat destruction.
William Sciarappa, head of the
County Extension Department
and County Agricultural Agent,
will discuss his department’s plan
to develop rain gardens. Thomas
E. Matulewicz of the Monmouth
County Master Gardeners will
explain how the group helps
design rain gardens. Laurel Von
Gerichten, a certified landscape
designer with her company
Lautelbrook Design will explain

how homeowners can economi-
cally create rain gardens while
enhancing the “curb appeal” of
their homes.

The presentation is free.
Groups are welcome. Please
advise of any special seating
needs. A cash buffet will be avail-
able beginning at 6:00 p.m. and
the presentation will start at 6:30

..

The event will take place in the
Warner Student Life Center
lower level Twin Lights rooms
1&2.

Second Baptist Church

Continued from page 9

Mimes, both part of the Youth
Ministry.

In addition to Rev. Gibson and
Brown, the church is under the
spiritual and financial leadership
of Deacon Rodney Morris, chair-
man of the Deacons Ministry,
and David A. Brown, chairman
of the Trustee ministry. Both
have served in this capacity since
2007,

“In the years to come we will
empower singles, married cou-
ples, youth, and families with
resources, tools, and space to
develop and implement their
faith walk, while transforming
the community by evangelism,”
Gibson said. “I believe in order to
be the centerpiece of a communi-
ty, a church must provide for
every aspect of the human expe-
rience just as our Lord did, and

Second Baptist has been blessed
to do s0.”

In 2007, Second Baptist
embarked on its latest expansion,
with the breaking of ground on a
carefully and ambitiously
planned expansion project that
would increase the size of the
existing facility by almost 10,000
square feet. According to Project
Architect Richard Alderiso of
DIGroup in New Brunswick, the
expansion includes a new 4,000
square feet sanctuary and bal-
cony, over 1,500 square feet of
choir and pulpit space, future
kitchen space in excess of 1,000
square feet, a gathering hall that
seats 300, six classrooms, and
administrative space.

“The addition has been con-
structed with materials which
represent  permanence  and

Route 71

Continued from page 3

will be installed at certain intersections to replace the existing, under-
ground loop detectors. These cameras are linked to traffic signals and|
help maximize the capacity of the highway by detecting vehicleg
" waiting to enter or cross Route 71 and activate a signal sequence.
Upgraded curbing, ADA-compliant curb ramps, roadway striping
and guide rail will also be provided throughout the project limits
The project, designed in-house by NJDOT engineers, is scheduled for]

completion in late-spring 2013.

NIDOT is coordinating the construction with NJ Transit, which
operates numerous bus lines along Route 71.
The precise timing of the work is subject to change due to weather
or other factors. Motorists are also encouraged to check NJDOT'
traffic information website www.511nj.org for construction updates

and real-time travel information.

strength, with concrete founda-
tion walls, concrete block exteri-
or and steel and heavy timber
superstructure which serve to
grace the lofty sanctuary space,”
Alderiso said. “Construction
projects tend to take on a life of
their own and the outcome
undoubtedly is a reflection of the
many people who pour their-
hearts and souls into their work
and into their vision.”

“This project teamn was lead by
Ms. Chanta Jackson, who,
through her undying vision and
dedication would not allow the
project to fall short,” Alderiso
added. “Ms. Jackson wore all
hats from project manager (o
financial advisor to township and
utility company liaison to inspi-
rational leader. As a result,
almost four and one half years
later, a new page can be turned in
the history of the Second Baptist
Church.”

“It’s been a long time coming,
but to God be the glory for the
things He has done,” ‘said
Jackson, who also serves as
church treasurer. “We had a lot of
forces working against us — a
depressed economy and losing a
portion of our membership fol-
lowing the closing of Fort
Monmouth — but it just goes to
show that with God, all things are
possible.”

With God’s blessings, Second
Baptist Church expects to have
its official marching in celebra-
tion for the new church within
the next 30 days.
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New Second Baptist Church set to open its doors

Second Baptist Church set to open s doors
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